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Peter ALBERT, Thornhill
Derek BENSON, Lasalle
C. Bobby BOUTILIER, Halifax
Jenny CHAN, Calgary
Sandy CHAN, Vancouver
Jennifer CHUNG, Burnaby
Kellen CLARK, Winnipeg
Erin CREIGHTON, Woodstock
Neil DE GRAY, Markham
Katherine DEN BOK, 

Abbotsford
Jasmin DESCHAMPS, Mercier
Tamara DRISCOLL, Toronto

Teresa ENNS, Winnipeg
James FEHR, Medicine Hat
Sarah FLOOD, Victoria
Jérémie FORAND, Granby
Nicholas FREEMAN, London
Dominique GIRARD, Chicoutimi
Jane HUNG, Waterloo
Gregory HUZEL, Oakbank
Andrew IGNATIUK, Edmonton
Jessica JANG, Vancouver
Melissa KASIAN, Calgary
Saba KHAN, Toronto
Jasjeet LALLY, Surrey

Sophie LANGIS-LAUZIÈRE, 
St. Léonard

Michael LENZIN, Calgary
Jonathan LEONG, Toronto
Valentina LEVINA, Lasalle
Choy Men LIN, Toronto
Pierre-Luc MARCIL, Mercier
Kelly MCFEETERS, Kitchener
Melody NIKLEVA, Calgary
Anna NOWAK, Waterloo
Stephanie PANKRATZ, Calgary
Andrew PATRICK, Calgary
Casey PAULHUS, Edmonton

Jeremy PIERCE, Vancouver
Quinton PULLEN, Burnaby
Sunny PURI, Markham
Xavier RICHARD, Laval
Michael SADOVNICK, Vancouver
Kelly SCARLETT, Brampton
Janice SCHIWY, Calgary
Martha SUTTON, Toronto
Lindsey SWAILES, Calgary
Marie-Annick VIAU, Montreal
Alexander WIENS, Leamington
Leanne WINGENBACH, Calgary
Christine WONG, Edmonton

UFE HONOUR ROLL

“ It has always been difficult for me to choose
one job in particular. That’s why the CA
designation was tailor-made for me because

it will give me the chance to experience interest-
ing situations and tackle numerous challenges.
Of course, the profession’s reputation and credi-
bility were also factors that I took into considera-
tion. 

I don’t think there’s a magic recipe for
preparing for the UFE. During the coaching ses-
sions, candidates are bombarded with advice and
tips. I think the key is to develop your own tech-
nique and adapt these recommendations to your
own way of studying.

There’s only one word that can describe my
initial reaction when I heard the news that I had
won the Canadian Gold Medal – unbelievable!
My goal was simply to pass the exam. Of course
once the surprise wore off, I was really proud. 

As for my future plans, I’m not closing any
doors for the moment. I have a great deal of
admiration for successful business people who
decide to give back to society or charitable caus-
es. I’m thinking of people like Warren Buffett
and Bill Gates, for example. Closer to home, I’m
impressed by André Chagnon and his wife, who
work towards preventing disease and poverty.

The example set by these men
and women is a great source

of inspiration for me.
One thing is sure:

Throughout my career, I
want to use all the
advantages the CA desig-
nation confers to bring
added value to society.” 

“ I always knew I wanted to
continue my schooling after
getting my Bachelor of

Commerce degree, but I just
wasn’t sure of the career path I
wanted to take. During universi-
ty, I did a co-op work term at
Hudson Chartered Accountants
and found it to be very interest-
ing and challenging. That’s what
made me decide to become a
Chartered Accountant. 

A typical study day to pre-
pare for the UFE was from about
8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. I also took a
UFE prep course, and one of the
most important tips I got from it
was to do something active on
evenings and weekends, in order
to completely forget about any-
thing UFE-related. I definitely
think that helped keep the stress
levels under control, which is so
important. 

I was completely shocked
when I found out I was a Gold
Medallist. I was just hoping to
pass, and the possibility of any-
thing more than that didn’t even
cross my mind. It is very reward-
ing, though, to have all the hard
work over the last few years pay
off. I’m not sure yet about my
long-term career plans; however,
I think that the CA designation
gives you so many options.”

“ Growing up in Mushaboom, a
small town in Nova Scotia, I
always had my sights set on a

career in the big city, with a future
in finance. When I was at McGill
University in Montreal, I took
accounting courses to achieve this
objective, and started to hear about
the benefits of becoming a Char-
tered Accountant, such as the high
demand for CAs and the many
career paths available.

I was lucky enough to be offered
a position at a major firm – Deloitte
& Touche – operating in Halifax.
There are a lot of advantages to
being based in a smaller city, as you
have all of the resources of a big
firm while working in a setting
where you won’t get lost in the shuf-
fle. Certainly, that helped me with
the UFE. The whole office took the
time to encourage me and I don’t
think I could have achieved the
same results without that help.

For me, the funniest part of this
whole process was getting the UFE
results over the phone while I was
standing around at the Montreal air-
port waiting for a plane. It didn’t
even really hit me – the significance
of being a Gold Medallist – until I
was back in the office later that
morning. I really tried to do well
but it was the icing on the cake to
be a medallist.”

“ I first became interested
in becoming a Chartered
Accountant in university

because I was thinking about a
career in business. Back in
high school, I didn’t realize
just how challenging it would
be to become a CA. There’s a
lot of pressure to succeed,
most of which you put on
yourself. 

Once it was time to pre-
pare for the UFE, I was lucky
to have a supportive firm –
Deloitte & Touche – and great
study partners. We all agreed
to study all day like it was a
full-time job but to keep nights
and weekends off limits. 

The week of the UFE was
a bad one for me – I was sick.
Right after the exam I went on
vacation to get away from it
all, in part to get away from
people asking me how I
thought I had performed on
the exam! Coming back and
finding out I was the Ontario
Gold Medallist was amazing. 

In the future, I’d like to 
travel and work around the
world. It’s good to know that
wherever I go, the CA desig-
nation gives me credibility
that is recognized and 
respected.”

2008 CA MEDALLISTS

LEANNE WINGENBACH 

WESTERN CANADA GOLD
MEDALLIST

Hudson LLP Chartered 
Accountants

XAVIER RICHARD
GOVERNOR GENERAL’S GOLD MEDALLIST FOR
HIGHEST STANDING IN CANADA

QUEBEC GOLD MEDALLIST

BDO Dunwoody LLP 

C. BOBBY BOUTILIER   

ATLANTIC CANADA GOLD
MEDALLIST

Deloitte & Touche LLP

ANNA NOWAK  

ONTARIO GOLD MEDALLIST

Deloitte & Touche LLP

TO FIND OUT MORE ABOUT A CA CAREER…

Atlantic Canada and 
Bermuda:
Atlantic School of Chartered
Accountancy (ASCA)
Tel: 902-425-7974
E-mail: theschool@asca.ns.ca
Website: www.asca.ns.ca

Québec:
Ordre des comptables agréés
du Québec
Tel: 514-982-4606

1 800 363-4688, ext. 4606
E-mail: candidat@ocaq.qc.ca
Website: www.lesindispensables.ca

Ontario:
The Institute of Chartered 
Accountants of Ontario
Tel: 416-962-1841, ext. 322

1 800 387-0735, ext. 322
E-mail: custserv@icao.on.ca
Website: www.guidetorulingtheworld.ca

Western Canada and the 
Territories:
CA School of Business (CASB)
Tel:  780-420-2350

1 866 420-2350
E-mail: generalregistrations@casb.com
Website: www.becomea.ca 


